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Welcoming All into God' s Grace

As | write this | am watching two very tall palm trees being cut down in the neighbor-
hood above the church. Gerhard Frost has written a poem entitled | Love Trees. He says in
part:

“I love trees and respect them, too —

respect them for their uniqueness and individual characters.

You can read a tree. Each is a story of triumph and disaster.

| respect trees for their silences and am fascinated by their sounds.

| respect them for their patience and stand in awe of their reminders
of my own mortality.

| know that when | plant a tree, that it will outlive me.

| love trees because they die so honestly and stand naked and revealed...”

I am reminded of trees not only because of the activity in the neighborhood but also because of the
turmoil that has erupted in regard to a decision by S. Michael’s Catholic Church to remove some very old and
large banyan trees in order to make room for new facilities on their property. Their existing sanctuary was
made unsafe for occupancy by the major earthquake that shook this island in October 2006. Several months
after the earthquake, their church was condemned, and since that time they have been meeting in a tent. In
order to make room for a new building and a parking lot, the trees will become victim to a lumberjack’s chain-
saw and the timbers will be utilized in their new construction.

How can you cut down such giant trees —trees that have so much history and a source for an abun-
dance of shade - the critics ask? This is a valid question, and a question that is frequently raised when devel-
opment comes head to head with trees that have stood the test of time, provided a feast for the eyes, and
balm for the body on a hot and humid Hawaii day. On the other hand, the condemned church building was
originally built in the 1850’s, and the ministry of this church has provided care, compassion, and balm for
countless people maybe longer than the life of the trees themselves. It could also be asked, if young trees
were hindering plans for expansion, would sacrificing a young tree be less painful than an old tree?If so, why
is the death or demise of a young person more tragic to us than an old person with many years of history and
wisdom?There are no easy answers here, and | am grateful that | am not the priest at &. Michael’s and have
to cope with this quandary.

Very soon another tree will occupy our hearts and minds as we enter one more Lenten Season. During
this Season we will hear and read about Jsus and his death upon the tree of trees. Scripture tells us, “He him-
self bore our sins in his body on the tree.”

On the Sunday of the Passion (Palm Sunday) and Maundy Thursday, the Preface for Holy Communion
includes these words: “You gather your people around the tree of the cross, transforming death into life.” We
also sing: “Tree of Life and awesome mystery, in your death we are reborn; though you die in all of history,
still you rise with every morn, still you rise with every morn.” We are promised that in every dark valley of
death Jesus, the Tree of Life, is with us to bring balm and shade to our weary souls by transforming sorrow
into joy, despair into hope, hatred into love, and death into life.

The tree of the cross gives us life because Jesus gave himself upon this cross because he loves us and
all of creation. Because of his love, we have respect for all trees and the life they give to us, and even if they
must be cut down —if they must —may their demise create even more life to be reborn.
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Pastor David



I A new decade is upon us! Twenty-ten, wow! This is the year | will turn 60. Somehow
i in my crazy youth, that just wasn’t an option | considered. How did this happen to
: one such as me?Why did God grant me more time on this planet?| guess | must

! have done something right, or else | would surely be long gone by now. There was
i an old jazz man who was heard to say, “If | knew | was going to live this long, |

: would’ve taken better care of myself.” That's my story, too, but | guess it’s never

| too late to start. I've already added some physical therapy and chiropractic care to
|my week. My neck and back pain are constants | live with, as do many of us. The good doctors had
:me on lots of medication which | chose to stop. Now I'm a seeker of more natural, less chemical
!healing. It’s nice to be back in control of my thinking, somewhat. It’s not nice to live in a medicated
|fog.

!Speaking of fog or vog and other observations, as a voice teacher | can relay that many of my stu-
|dents are experiencing vocal throat crud (not the scientific term). If you or someone you know is
:complaining of an irritated throat or lots of phlegm, the poor air quality could be one of the prob-
-lems. | guess when we have a clear day we should go outside and celebrate because they don’t
[come our way very often anymore and when they do come sometimes they are short-lived. So, let’s
-make a resolution to enjoy one of God’s greatest works of art, the Big Island, on those days when
!the sky is blue, the coastline is clearly visible and the whales are jumping and playing their unknow-

|able games.

!I subscribe to a magazine called, “Guideposts”. | like it a lot and always feel better after reading
Isome of the articles. One in particular caught my eye and heart lately, seeing as how turbulent the
ilast few months of ‘09 were for Jack and I. It is a devotional taken from John 14:27. “l am leaving
:you with a gift—peace of mind and heart. And the peace Igive isn’t like the peace the world
lgives. So, don’t be troubled or afraid”. Those are sentiments many of us might need to hold on
|to, including the prayer at the end, “Father, | may not be able to change the situations that
:cause stress in my life, but I know you can. You are the comfort above the storm”. Or like the
Iprayer in “Footprints” when God declared, “Those times when you couldn’t see but one set of
(footprintsin the sand where the times that | was carrying you.” As we continue on in this New
-Year and new decade, let’s not lose sight of who’s really in charge and who brings us our greatest
!joy and peace; our Lord God and His son, Jksus Christ. | say these things for myself and for you who
|might be reading this. There is God in everything, if only we open our eyes to see.

!Speaking of God in everything, there is certainly God in our choir and soloists. Some weeks are bet-
|ter than others (hey, we’re human, OK?) but for a bunch of folks who sing for the Lord, they are
-making incredible advances. We’ll be performing more and more of our new music, and that will
!bring more growth and excitement. That's what your Music Deptartment is doing for the ministry of
| esus Christ which we share together at LCHT. If you would like to be involved with this ministry
i(yes, you, but especially you guys) Please join us for our Thursday evening rehearsals here on cam-
-pus from 6:30 until 8:00 PM. We would welcome you with loving arms! | sincerely hope you are

I pleased with the work the Music Dept. has been doing these past several years and we thank you
ifor all your support.

! Yours in Christ, Francine
I
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Now with the holidays behind us, we can focus on a new year. | am
sure this year will be a year of surprises, excitement, fear, and expecta-
tions. As the Reverend Robert Schuller said “If you take it inch by inch it
will be a cinch”.

Many things are happening at our Church at the present time. | am calling the nomi- |
nating committee to convene. This is the time of year when the nominating committee will
nominate new council members, fill vacancies, select Pacifica Synod representatives, and
nominate new nominating committee members for the following year. If a member of this
committee asks you to participate, please consider it. It can be a very rewarding experience.
You can have your voice heard and possibly make additions and changes you would like to
see at our Church. :

Before you receive your newsletter, we will have had a yard sale. In the past these
have proven to be very successful. You may see construction going on in the parking lot.
We will finally put into place the lights we need for our parking lot.. We're busy, so why don’t ;
you join us and get busy too?

The more you get involved, the more you will get out of it. Believe me!

Aloha, Jck

|

! This month the bookworm recommends Have a Little Faith by Mitch Albom. The
'main character has been asked by Albert Lewis, a Rabbi from his hometown, to write his
'eulogy. He goes through several heartfelt conversations with the Rabbi in order to better _
'know and understand the man to ensure that the eulogy is true to his wishes. But this book |
lis really two stories about three men--a dying rabbi, a New York criminal who got a second
lchance and is now a pastor, and a best selling writer who is intrigued by these men of dif-
'ferent faiths. Intertwined with the rabbi’s last request is the need for an inner-city mission
'that centers on the actions of the Rabbi and the African American pastor. However, Have a
'Little Faith is really about the author’s own walk with his faith and is written in much the
Esame style as Tuesdays With Morrie, a previous book by Albom.

i The bookworm wishes everyone a Happy Valentine’s Day!

Ohana Sundays

The small group team of Parish Planning has identified a new small group, “The Three Fs”, Food, Fun
and Fellowship. They are instituting Ohana Sundays Potluck at Old Kona airport Beach Park Pavilion
3. Meet with a dish to share and your beverage @ 12:00 noon on the following Sundays:

March 21

el free to bring cards and other games. Please come and invite a friend to come along with you.

g &

E February 21

t Agrhus & Julie Adams Questions call Pat @ 329-2424.



“ The Times Bulletin Board

Mahalo SUNDAY WORSHI P
Baron and Kathy Sasaki for Winter Worship Schedule
sharing their bountiful harvest ]
with the congregation. Two services at
8:00 AM and 10:15 AM

To those involved in our Prayer ]
Shawl Ministry, creating & de- Novem ber 1— Apl’l| 30

livering shawls.

Rich & Pat Aarhusfor helping
fold bulletinswhile my wrist is
healing.

Adult Education

On Wednesdays, February 3 and 10 we will continue our study on the Gospel of Luke at
10:00 a.m. and 6:30 p.m. During the Lenten Season (excluding Ash Wednesday) we will
meet on Wednesdays at 5:15 p.m. to explore the book Marks of a Christian based on Ro-
mans 12. (Please see the additional article about this book in this edition of the “Trinity
Times.”)

Prayer Shawl/ Sewing Ministry: ASH WEDNESDAY and THE SEASON OF LENT

Since our ministry began last November we |Ash Wednesday begins February 17. On this Wednesday we

have given away ten prayer shawls. Two I'will worship at 7:00 p.m. with the Imposition of Ashes and
went to women celebrating their 90" birth- |celebrate Holy Communion. “Ashes represent two co-
days! Two went to hospital patients, three lexisting realities. We are dust and we will die. At the same

:time, we are saints, redeemed by the grace shown to usin

. s . lour baptism into the death and resurrection of Jsus Christ.
erly woman in t_ransm_on to another |ocation :An ash cross is traced on our forehead in the same location
_and two vyere g_lven with pray_ers for hea_l- |as the cross of Christ is traced in baptism. Therefore, we
ing. A bright pink comfort pillow was given i mark the beginning of Lent with the recognition that we are
to awoman who recently had breast sur- ymortal sinners who need the grace of God we receive in
gery. If you know of someone who needs Ibaptism.” (Seeds for the Parish)

healing prayers or who might benefit by !

having a shawl to cuddle up in or a comfort :On the five remaining Wednesdays in Lent our schedule will
pillow please call Pastor David, Janet Parker, lbe as follows:

during office hours, or udy Gardner. Any- 5:15 —Study

one interested in joining this ministry 6:00 — Soup and Bread

|
|
| nd B .

please contact Judy Gardner at 640-4822. | 7:00 —Worship using Holden Evening Prayer 5
|

went to shut-ins, one was given to an eld-

Please sign up to bring soup and bread.



'REFLECTION

I
: Martin Luther said, “God writes the Gospel not in the Bible alone, but
ialso on trees, and in the flowers and clouds and stars.” From the very begin-
:ning, humanity has been charged with the stewardship of the earth—the He-
ibrew word in Genesis 2:15 is abad, which means “serve.” Serving and caring
'for creation is not an option for those who seek to follow God. It is what we
|Were created to do. This calling suggests that as we tend to one another as
'God s creation, we are following God’s first command. Creation care be-
Icomes an act of worship, an act of obedience and service—not of the earth
Ibut of the one who created the earth. God called us into partnership from
'the moment we were brought into being. We are God’s hands and feet on
Iithe earth, the caretakers of all God has made. (Carla Barnhill in The Green

.Bible Devotional, NRSV)

An Invitation to a Book of Faith Lenten Journey

ThIS Lenten season we are doing the Book of Faith 40 day journey called
Marks of a Christian, based on Romans 12. The writer of this series, David
IL Miller, asks us to always remember to focus on growing in relation with
iChrist and his church, that the ultimate goal of the Christian is love. This is
iwhat Miller has to say about optimism and

'Hope:
! ..The smile simply appears, telling me something more buoyant
than my own melancholy spirit is at play in my soul, your Spirit, Holy
IOne Despite the disappointment | fully expect, something truly good,
ieven joyful, will come. We'll find laughter. And what’s in me in this
ithrowaway moment is much more than optimism. It’s hope. Optimism is
ia bright brave face, pushing for the best outcome. It fixes upon favor-
able circumstances that stir sunny expectations. Hope isn’'t so cheery. It
knows the things we fear can and will happen, but that’s okay. For you,
Lovmg Mystery will also happen. Hope doesn’t look for this or that out-
icome. It wants you, my Lord. It wants to taste and see your goodness
iand presence here and now, amid whatever mess life hands us...and
lhope smiles. (P.80)

|

%For further information check with Pastor David or look for the announce-
mentg in the Sunday Bulletin.



PARISH PLANNING PROCESS

i
1
1
1
: FEBRUARY PROGRESS REPORT FROM THE WATCHDOGS
1
: Team to add lighting and extend and improve the parking lot.

1

I' A permit for the project from the County of Hawaii was received in December. Original
1 plans for lighting were scaled back to reduce costs and cover only the existing parking
: lot, and a revised list of materials was submitted and approved by the Church Council in
1 December. Six light posts with lights and materials for the footings for posts have been
: ordered. Five of lights will be on 12 foot posts and one of the lights near the stairway
1 will be on an 8 foot post. The work to prepare the footings for the light posts and
I trenches for the wiring should begin in late February. If you would like to participate as
a volunteer in either of these tasks please contact Bo Whittenton or Ken Bansemer.

Team to recommend needs in the community for congregation involvement.

An exciting new ministry will be implemented this spring called “Family Outreach
Program.” Basically, this is a ministry to conduct video conferences between pris-
oners from Hawaii who are incarcerated in Arizona and family members/friends
on the Big Island. Each family gets 15 minutes to talk with their loved one. Christ
Lutheran Church and Thy Word Ministries in Hilo are currently doing this minis-
try. They will continue to work with families on the Hilo side of the island, and
our church will work with families on the Kona side of the island. Bill and Diane
Shaw went to Hilo to view the program in action and came away excited by what
we saw. Christ Lutheran said it has been a wonderful ministry for their church;
the program is very rewarding and spiritually uplifting. The Shaws talked to some
of the families and they were all so grateful for this opportunity to actually “see”
their loved one.

The requirements on our part will be rather minimal. The state provides the cable
hook up through Oceanic Time Warner, as well as all the equipment needed. The
state also does all the appointment scheduling. The video conferences will be
held no more than once per month on a Saturday and we need two or three peo-
ple from the congregation present to coordinate the conferences and provide a
welcoming, loving, Christian-based atmosphere for the families. We will offer cof-
fee and treats while the families wait their turn. We would have devotional materi-
als available. Stay tuned for information about what you can do to help! (Contact
person is Diane Shaw)

What do you want of me Lord

Where do you want me to serve you

Your Watchdog Team: Bill and Diane Shaw
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Hau’oli la Hanau! “’/I
(Happy Birthday)

3—Glenn Johansen
4—William Mallion
5—Jack Alexander
6—Kelly Hart
7—Sevie Hayward
9—Quinn Perry
10—Kathryn Hess
13—Ora Hokanson
14—Elizabeth Smith-Bennett
18—John Bennett
21—Allison Smith
28—Corndll Linerud .

Hau’olila Ho’omana’' o!
Happy Anniversary

2—Marc & Eileen Orgish
27—Dick & Bev Brumm

¢
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What a Chris-
tian privilege it
isto be able to
S pray for others!
STO keep our list
Sthat we print as
S accurate as possible, we encourage you to
Ssubmit names of members and non-members;
Sfamily living close and abroad for the prayer
S list. So as to keep the list current, we are ask-
ing for a monthly update by the 20th of the
S month. After two months, if we've not heard
Sfrom you as to the situation surrounding the
S person, we will assume that they have im-
S proved and take the person off of the list. Of
S course, you are cordially invited to resubmit
any name at any time.

S Rhonda Short, Chris Eaglehorse, Joseph
S
Gonsalves IV, Bernard Flores, John
Holmberg, Gerry Kuessner, Michele
4§ Meeks, Ted Kirrstetter, Cris Sindiong,
§ Nan Phelps, Daniel Douglas, Baine Pfif-
& ner, li Nishimuta, Mary Bo, Robin
Thompson, Geri Martin, Gary Westwood,
P
SJde Hauge, Betty DuBroc, Rev. Al
Baglien, Lola Lind, Kaikea Post, Fritz
4§ Duerr, Diane Stys, Holly & Bob Walsh,
§ the Fanning Family, Francine Alexander,
8 Michael Wilkerson, Joan Hiromasa, Kent
zDoer, Doris Crafts, Erik Wolfe and Jan
Surls.
S

NPPAPPLLLL LSS LPLLLLS

VNN

Because of your faithfulness and generos-
ity there is great news to share:

Income for 2009 - $176,825
Expenses for 2009 174,549
$ 2,276
Mahalo nui loal
Average Attendance:
(2009) 130 (2008) 127



i

Many thanks to our Church Council’s Youth and Education committee who |

* presented the 4th annual Christmas Caroling Festival at the Lutheran i
Q\:ﬁ(/)) Church of the Holy Trinity, Sunday, Dec. 20, 2009 from 5:00-7:00 pm. i
i

i

i

* 2 The magical efforts of Cheryl Martin and Jssica Dahlke transformed the La-
( o~ \ nai into an outdoor theatre where our members and friends sang along

i with the interactive play “A Light at Christmas” which was presented by our

iyouth. Sounds of Christmas in song by our keiki and our talented soloists filled the air. |

iAll enjoyed a Bruschetta Buffet featuring Robert Adams, our grill chef. Jean Hull and her culi-;

inary team including Michelle and Marlene Strobehn and Dee Wagner presented the bountifuli
iselections on the buffet. Donations offset costs in full. I

|
iThe choir “Angels” and the narrating “star” for the musical sing-along. The Iit-:
i

Stewardship 2010: Serving Faithfully

Dear Friends in Christ,

Last fall, on behalf of the church council of Holy Trinity, we sent out a letter asking for additional fi-
nancial help from all of you. We thank you for your generosity in meeting the challenge of that plea.

A forward looking thought for us to consider in the coming weeks and months is to “keep on keeping
on” by praying and trusting God, by being responsible stewards in keeping costs down as much as we can,
and also by being aware of our financial condition, not just at year’'s end, but throughout the weeks and
months of 2010. If we can avoid another financial alert that would be wonderful. Ask your treasurer how
things are going, check out the financial report in the newsletter, or come to a council meeting. All are wel-
come!

In 2007, your stewardship chair wrote a letter to Margaret Beatty, Earle Marsh and Duane Hess asking
each of them to give atemple talk on the stewardship theme that year--a generous way of living. They all
said, “Yes,” and gave great talks. Written at the end of that letter were these words:

This is my second year as your stewardship chair

and something you might want to keep in mind is

that we are truly blessed in having a very giving
congregation.

You are definitely a very generous congregation and you do, indeed, serve faithfully. Again, a heartfelt Ma-
halo Nui Loa!

In His Love,
Jm Gardner, Jack Alexander, Judy Gardner,
Treasurer Council President Sewardship Chair



WORSHIP ASSISTANTS SCHEDULE FEBRUARY 2010

7 14 21 28
Margaret Diane Shaw Marion Judy Gardner
Lay Assistant Bestty Mary Newton
John Santan- Steuben Danielle LeeLorenz
gelo Hathaway
Ushers
Robert & Julie | Paul & Jean | Marlene & Mi-
Adams Thompson | chelle Strobehn
Communion Cindy Hill & | PatAarhus | Bill & Diane | Pat Aarhus&
Servers Pat Aarhus Shaw Marilyn Call
LeelLorenz & Earle Marsh, Lois Griffiths | Marge Holm-
Margaret Marge Holm- & berg & Linda
Bestty berg & Marta | MargeHolm- Nakano
Whittenton berg
Jean Mallion | BarbaraCamp- | Kathy Sasaki Diane Shaw
Altar Guild Julie Adams bell LeelLorenz Pat Kihara
Juel Roark
Kevin Lee Aren Robert
Sound Tech Rokavec Lorenz Thompson Adams
K eiki Cheryl Cheryl Cheryl Cheryl
Church Martin Martin Martin Martin
Coffee Bev & Dick Marlene & Diane & Bill Marge Holm-
Fellowship Brumm Michelle Shaw berg &
Strobehn Mary Bates
Brenda Kuess- | Allison Smithto| Lent—No Lent—No
Flowers ner in Memory | ceebrate Eliza- Flowers Flowers
of George beth’'s 3rd
Champagne Birthday
T T T T T T T T T T T T T T T T T T T T T T T T B OO0 00000000000
| Visitation | : :
: | PS EMERGENCY PHONE NUMBERS PS
:Members and visitors, Pastor David is available f or past oral : S ¢
|care ang visitation. Simply call the church office (329-5733) : @ Pastor David's Cell—895- 9426 ¢
| ©J9- 9420
|
|
|

c
or his cell (895-9426) to arrange atime. He would welcome | € After business hours—333-5682 ¢
the opportunity to visit with you. L 4 2

——————————————————————————————————————— | 0000006060000 00000



SCRIPTURE READINGS FOR
February 2010

7—1sa6:1-8(9-13), 1 Cor 15:1-11,
Luke5:1-11

14—Exod 34:29-35,/2 Cor 3:12-4:2,
Luke 9:28-36.(37-43)

21—Deut 26:1-11, Rom, 10:8b-13,
Luke4:1-13

28—Gen 15:1-12, 17-18, Phil 3:17-4:1,
Luke 13:31-35

Liturgiesfor Sunday Morning
Worship

February 2010

7—With One Voice
14—\With One Voice
21—L enten Liturgy

28—L enten Liturgy

Church Council
Executive Officers

President: Jack Alexander
Vice-President: Ken Ross
Treasurer: Jim Gardner
Secretary: Pat Branum

Ministries on Council
Congregational Life: Jackie Murray
Education & Youth: Cheryl Martin

Evangelism/ Outreach:

Property Management: Ken Bansemer
Social Ministry: John Bansemer
Stewardship: Judy Gardner
Worship & Music: Marge Holmberg

Other Ministries
Aloha Letters: Juel Roark
Altar Guild: Kathy Sasaki
Communion Servers: Marge Holmberg
Fellowship: Pat Bansemer &
Margaret Beatty
Head Usher: Julie Adams
Lay Assistant: Earle Marsh
Mutual Ministry: Peggy Andersen,
Margaret Beatty, Dan Fosso and Linda Na-
kano
Newsletter: Janet Parker, Editor; and
Judy Gardner, contributer
Sound Technician: Lee Lorenz
Visitation: Duane Hess, Lee Lorenz

During the Week

Sundays after Services—Adult Education
Class
Wednesdays—10:00 a.m. & 6:30 p.m.—
Bible Study
Thursdays—6:30 p.m. Choir Practice

Newdetter Deadline:
February 22nd
Please submit artidles to the Church Officer kkicht@juno.com

AFF

Pastor: David Barber
Administrative Assistant: Janet Parker
Music Director: Francine Alexander
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