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I'm not one who has looked at my pension account and other investments during these last
several weeks. I'm into denial, hoping that someday these accounts will return to where they have
been —even if | have to work until I'm 93 and someone has to tell me when it’s time to preach and
then lead me to the pulpit with my walker. Perhaps | should be more anxious, but my faith and my
history tell me that we do go through difficult times, and that the Lord of all creation is with us,
leading us through this troublesome valley.

Even though I'm not anxious personally I'm not sure how this is going to impact our church
and how it will affect our local programming as well as the work we do together with brothers and
sisters throughout the BELCA. We're all holding our collective breath to see what kind of financial
constraints will be imposed upon us because of a struggling economy.

The challenge is, of course, that even if our resources decrease, the needs within our commu-
nity and throughout our world and nation continue to escalate. Indeed, in times like these, they in-
crease exponentially as many folks face loss of income, unemployment, foreclosure, and all the
many psychological and emotional stresses that happens as a result of these challenges. In fact, just
this morning | read in the daily paper about acts of violence that are being committed in our country
because of this financial downturn.

Last evening at our council meeting we spent significant time talking about our budget for
2009 and whether or not we would have the resources to accomplish our ministry goals for this
next year. Although there are no easy answers the council worked diligently to be fiscally responsi-
ble and still try to accomplish what we wanted to do as a congregation.

We will soon embark upon a stewardship campaign where you will have the opportunity and
the privilege to make a financial commitment to the work of ministry through LCHT. | realize that
some of you have been impacted in a significant way in terms of your income, and you may have to
make an adjustment in your commitment to this congregation. But there are also some of us who
may have the opportunity to maintain and even increase their giving, and if that’s possible, | hope
you will do so.

When times are good and we prosper, we sometimes forget that our wealth comes from God.
When this happens, we give out of our abundance, and we don’t live in a faithful and trusting rela-
tionship with God as deeply as we could. Maybe these tough economic times will help us to walk in
trust with God and with each other to a greater degree. Maybe we will experience the feeding of the
5000 where Jsus fed the crowd with five barley loaves and two fish. All ate and were satisfied, and
there were still 12 baskets left over. Maybe these are good times for us because we will have the op-
portunity to trust the Lord of the church and God’s promises, which are tailor-made for times such
as these. Maybe we will look back on 2009 as that year when we leaned back more fully into the
grace, mercy, and love of Jesus. We ate of this rich and abiding food. We ate and were satisfied, and
we found in him all that we needed - indeed, more than we needed!

Pastor David
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Many of us are busy working our coffee fields, big or small. This year I listened to dJm .
Gardner and put some fertilizer on my 10 trees. Well, they sure thought that was ‘ono’ be- |
cause we are just ‘choke’ with coffee cherries. Of course, this project planted by “Papa :
Bear” (Jack) has now become “Mama Bear’s” (Francine) officially because | thrive on watching
the gorgeous growth of fruits and vegetables and don’t like waste at all. So, the trees stay
up, but now we start to hire folks to pick and mill. I still pulp (cherry pop) but that’s just like :
something you do in front of the TV. I

Coming events are going to become bigger and larger in our lives musically and relig-:
iously, and take more of our time. | hope you enjoyed your summer and did some of what

-you wanted in spite of the world economy and so forth. We will not be having a musical interfaith service at [
lthe Buddhist Temple, although they did ask me to speak about gratitude and though | deferred to Pastor Bar-
iber, they wanted me. So, | humbly said yes. | am not a holy person, not ordained, but I've been very blessed

:to sit at the piano of many churches and enjoy reveling in the spirit several times a week. There is something

I so special about the time we spend singing and rehearsing the choir at church. How | wish you all could enjoy

I
|Chr|stmast|me

‘a taste of that. You'd want to come back for sure. As you can see, we do have a few men back with us, and I
.that pleases me a lot. Randy Bohannan, joins us on Sundays and will try to make a few rehearsals before

Did | say Christmas time? Don’t blink, because before you know it we will be looking right at it. I al- |
Iways forget to ask the choir this so I'll use this newsletter article to do it. Our Christmas Eve services will be
jasusual 5,7, and 11. Pastor David asked me to ask you (choir) if this year perhaps you would be willing to |
:sing at 2 of the services. So, | will need a count of the regular choir, Keaster choir (Christmas/ Easter) and any
Inew folks who are interested if you would sing at 2 services and which 2 would that be. Please e-mail your

‘responses to me at golden-voice@hawaii.rrr.com. Also, on Dec. 21% we will have an advertised concert fund- |

-raising event featuring the Kona Brass Quintet, led by Susan Garrod, and the Lutheran Church Holy Trinity

ichoir. We will go into rehearsal for that right after Thanksgiving. | foresee the choir singing about 4 songs
-with piano, French horn, guitar, and definitely 2 songs with the quintet. So, being available for rehearsals will |

!be critical and | will make myself as flexible as possible to best serve your needs at this most wonderful, busy

itime of the year.

: Finally, Nov. 2™, we're going to install our dear Pastor David, then have a Scandinavian shin-dig, then
| Jck and | are getting on a plane to go to the mainland. We’ll be gone (or | will be gone )10 days. I'll be back

for the 2™ week’s choir rehearsal and Sunday service. Our angel, Dale Ross will rehearse you and play for you |
‘on Nov. 6" and 9". We are so blessed to have that woman as an integral part of our music ministry. Some :
ireally loud prayers of mine got answered when she and her family walked in through our doors. May they |
:never want to leave! Jack and | are going to my 40" high school reunion— how can that be when I'm only 39? |
IIJust don’t get it? Where did the years go? :

Another thing we're going to do (please sit down) is go to Arizona and buy a house. This is not an in- |
-vestment thing. This will be a move. | hope you all know without doubt how much I love our life here with you
|in church, in town, and as members of the Kona community. But, there are some bigger issues at stake here

‘for us that have made us re-examine our rationale for living here. Jack’s order for returning is medical, kids |
!and grandkids. | guess I'm there, too, but, emotionally this is just kicking me to the curb. If you see me sniffle :
|at the piano like today, you'll know why. But, to soften the blow, | have committed to play through Easter. | |
:believe there is another Music Director out there, ready and willing to sit in my chair and | will be here to wel-
Icome that person and give them a helping hand in training as | was given by Flora Love (remember Flora?).

-Also, if no one appears fast enough, Dale Ross has graciously committed to being your Interim Music Director |
-until the right person appears for the job. In any event, there will be no sudden moves, no leaving you in the -

[lurch, no tearing my heart strings apart too soon. We still have a full season ahead of us, so take this informa- !
‘tion, file it, and please forget about it. Let’s enjoy each service, each rehearsal, and each event just like noth- |
!ing was said. | want this, my 4" season with you to be joyful and happy and fun and spontaneous. No doom

iand gloom. God and Jsus brought me to you, and God and Jsus will guide me to my next destination and |
:my replacement to you, because you are a fine group of people and you and the church will survive and I

|[thrive. | love you all very much. So smile. . . ..

In Christ'sLove, Francine



November

2008

2 3 4 5 6 7 1/8
9:00 AM Wor ship/ 10:00 AM -AA 9AM—Driver's
Installatin Ceremony/ ézogOPE/IMNéAI Anon 10:00 AM—Bible 7:30 AM-KBR 10AM—AA Education
Semi-Annual Meeting : Study—M ark 10 AM AA 12PM—CoDa
Reception follows 700PM AA y 7PM AA
7PM Al-Anon 7PM AA
- : —Bi . ! ; 7PM Al-At
200—Kona Festival Chair 7:00 PM AA 33(3] PMM Bllf)le 6:30—Choir Practice oM A een
rehearsa udy—Mar
9 10 11 12 13 14 15
A 10:00 AM—Bible . N N
9:00 AM Worship 10:00 AM -AA 1230 PM Al Anon | Study—Mark IbagaMAKBR 10AM—AA 9AM—Driver's
10:15 AM Fellowship/ 6:00 PM NA 7PM AA 12PM—CoDa Education
Adult Education Class | 6:00 PM - 7:00PM AA .
. : 6:30 PM—Bible . i ; 7PM Al-Anon 7PM AA
Church Council | 6:00PM— Sudv—M arlk 6:30—Choir Practice | 700 al-Ateen
2:00—Kona Festiva Choir Komohana HOA Y 7PM AA
rehearsa
7:00 PM AA
16 17 18 19 20 21 22
9:00 AM Wor ship 1000 AM _AA 1230PMATANN 10,00 AM—Bible [ 100 AV KER 10AM—AA o
10:15 AM Fellowship/ : - 6:00 PM NA Study—Mark 7PM AA 12PM—CoDa 9AM—Driver's
Adult Education 7:00 PM AA Education
Clasy/Stewar dship 6:30 PM—Bible 7PM Al-Anon 7PM AA
: : : . ! ; 7PM Al-At
Fair 7:00 PM AA Study—Mark 6:30—Choair Practice M AR een
; . Newsletter
2:00—Kona Festiva Choir ;
rehearsa Deadline
23 24 25 26 27 28 29
9:00 AM Worship 10:00 AM —-AA | 1230 PM Al Anon 12:00—Thanksgiving | 10AM—AA 9AM—Driver's
10:15 AM Fellowship/ 6:00 PM NA 10:00 AM—Bible Dinner—LCHT 12PM—CoDa Education
; ) 7:.00PM AA Study—Mark Campus
Adult Education Class | 7:00 PM AA y 7PM AL-Aron 7O AA
2:00—Kona Festiva Choir 6:30 PM—Bible ;Em QIA-Ateen
rehearsd Study—M ark
30
9:00 AM Wor ship
10:15 AM Fellowship/
Adult Education
Class /Friendship Tea
M eeting
2:00—Kona Festiva Choir
rehearsal































	Page #1
	Page #2
	Page #3
	Page #4
	Page #5
	Page #6
	Page #7
	Page #8
	Page #9
	Page #10
	Page #11
	Page #12

